
Education Makes Sense Clear lessons. Confident learning.

Pounds and Pence: Recognising and Naming UK Coins in Year 1 Maths
In Year 1, children learn to recognise and name the eight UK coins (1p, 2p, 5p, 10p, 20p, 50p, £1 and £2)
by their size, colour and feel, rather than just their numbers. This is a foundational skill that helps them
understand money in real life and prepares them for adding coins together in Year 2.

What it is

Learning to recognise UK coins is about helping your child tell the eight coins apart by their physical
features: size, colour, thickness and what's drawn on them. In Year 1, the focus is simply on naming each
coin and spotting which is which—not yet on adding their values together. It's a hands-on skill that
connects to real life, since understanding money helps children navigate the world around them. The
National Curriculum for Key Stage 1 maths includes recognising coins and notes as a key part of early
numeracy. This skill matters more deliberately now because many families rarely handle physical coins
day-to-day, so children can't pick it up just by watching adults use cash.

What happens at school

Your child's teacher will use practical activities to help coins become familiar. These might include sorting
coins into trays or tins, matching real coins to pictures or price labels on toy shop items, comparing coins
to spot the tricky look-alikes (for example, 2p and 1p are easy to mix up, as are 20p and 50p), and
handling coins to feel the different weights and textures. Some children might use a worksheet to circle or
match coins, or play sorting games in small groups. The teacher will probably use real coins rather than
pictures alone, because the physical experience of holding them and comparing their size makes the
learning stick. Children work at their own pace—some grasp this quickly, while others need more time and
practice.

What it means for your child

Recognising coins is a stepping stone to bigger money ideas. Once your child can name each coin
confidently, they'll move on in Year 2 to making amounts—for example, using two 20p coins to make 40p.
This builds the number sense and mental maths they need later on. Beyond maths lessons, knowing
coins helps your child make sense of real-life situations: shopping, pocket money, fairground games or
donating to a charity collection. It also boosts confidence. When a child can identify a 10p coin in a
handful of change, they feel more capable and independent. There's no need to rush; every child
develops this skill at their own pace, and repeated, playful practice is far more helpful than pressure.

How you can help at home

Keep it playful and short—a few minutes here and there is better than long sessions. If you have coins at
home, let your child sort them into piles or small containers, just for the fun of it. You could create a simple
game: put coins in a bag, let them feel and guess which coin before looking. If you have toy items with
price labels or a toy till, play shops together and pick coins from a pile to match the price. Talk naturally
about coins when you see them—'That's a 5p coin, it's small and silver'—without quizzing. If your child
finds coins hard to tell apart, don't worry; it's completely normal at this age. Handle one or two coins at a
time rather than all eight at once. Sorting and matching activities work better than drilling facts. If your
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family uses contactless payment mostly, having a chat about the coins themselves (size, colour, pictures)
can help, even without regular cash use.

Questions parents often ask

**Do we need to teach coins at home?** No—your child's teacher will do the main teaching. Your role is to
reinforce gently through play and conversation. **My child gets 1p and 2p confused. Is that a problem?**
Not at all. These coins are genuinely similar and easy to mix up. Repeated handling and sorting will help.
**We hardly use cash anymore. Is this still relevant?** Yes. Understanding coins builds early numeracy
and number sense, and it's part of the National Curriculum for good reason. Even in a largely cashless
society, knowing coins helps children grasp money concepts. **What if my child finds this tricky?** Speak
to the teacher; they can suggest extra practice or show you what works in class. Some children need
more time, and that's perfectly normal. **Should we practise every day?** No. Short, playful activities a
few times a week are more effective and less stressful than daily drills.

Sources
National Curriculum in England: Mathematics programmes of study for Key Stage 1 (Department for
Education)
GOV.UK: Key Stage 1 assessment and reporting arrangements (Department for Education)
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