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Spotting Compound Words: How Two Small Words Make One New One
A gentle guide to help your child discover compound words—longer words made by joining two smaller,
familiar words together.

What are compound words?

Compound words are simply two separate words that have joined together to make a brand new word
with a new meaning. For example, if you take the word 'sun' and the word 'flower', they join up to become
'sunflower'. In Year 2 (the second year of primary school for children aged 6 to 7), children begin to notice
these patterns as part of their English lessons. It is like a puzzle where two small pieces click together to
create something different.

How do they work?

When two words combine, they create a single unit. Sometimes the new word describes exactly what it is,
like 'football' (a ball for your foot). Other times, the meaning shifts slightly, but the two original words are
still hidden inside. By spotting these 'hidden' words, children can break a long, intimidating word into two
smaller, manageable parts. This process helps them decode the word more easily when reading and
helps them guess the meaning of a word they have never seen before.

How this helps your child

Learning to spot compound words builds your child's confidence with reading and spelling. Instead of
feeling overwhelmed by a long word, they can use their 'detective skills' to find the two smaller words they
already know. This is a great way to grow their vocabulary and improve their fluency. Because every child
learns at a different pace, some may find this easy while others need more time. If you have questions
about how this is being taught in class, your child's teacher is the best person to ask.

Playful ideas for home

You can explore compound words through short, playful moments in your daily routine. While reading a
bedtime story, you might spot a long word and ask, 'I wonder if there are two smaller words hiding in
there?' You could also play a simple game in the car or kitchen, suggesting a word like 'rain' and seeing if
your child can find a partner for it, such as 'bow' to make 'rainbow'. Keep it light and fun; there is no need
for drilling or formal lessons at home.

Common questions

Parents often ask if children need to memorise a long list of these words. The goal is usually about
pattern-spotting and understanding how language works, rather than rote learning. You might also wonder
if this applies to children learning English as an additional language or those with SEND (Special
Educational Needs and Disabilities). Yes, breaking words into smaller, meaningful chunks is a helpful
strategy for many children to make reading feel less daunting and more predictable.
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